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What is claimed is: 

1 . A system for distributing digital media assets to a plurality of users, 
comprising: 

a portal comprising at least one server computer, the server computer executing 
a media library database server application that manages access to a master library of 
media assets that car^oe accessed by users via one or more communication networks; 
and 

a plurali^ of media player devices that communicate with the portal to access 
media assets for use, at least some of the plurality of media player device comprising a 
processor mat executes a database client application that manages media assets licensed 
for use bjy a user. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein4he media library database server 
application of the portal manages usage rights of users to media assets. 

3. The system of claim 2<wherein the media library database server 
application of the portal synchronizes with the database client application in the media 
player device so that the database client application stores information identifying those 
media assets that a user ha? licensed usage rights. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein a single user may have multiple media 
player devices from which the user desires to experience media assets, wherein the 
media library database server application of the portal synchronizes with the database 
client application in each media player device of a user to provide a user with access to 
media assets from any of the user's media player devices. 

5. / The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of media player devices 
comprise one or more devices selected from the group including home electronic 
devicesyvehicle-mounted electronic devices and portable electronic devices. 

y6. The system of claim 1, wherein each media player device further 
comprises a media player software engine for allowing a user to control playback and 
usage of media assets. 
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7. The system of claim 6, wherein the media player software engh/e is 
portal to a variety of hardware platforms of media player devices. yr 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the portal manages seaming of media 
assets to the media player device, wherein the media assets are kx^al to the portal or 
remotely stored by sources to which the portal connects. / 

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the portaLmanages downloading of 
media asset to the media player device for storage an^Kise, wherein the media assets are 
local to the portal or remotely stored by sources tj/which the portal connects. 

10. The system of claim 1, whereiiyrhe portal generates and provides to a 
user a code that is required to be entered info all of the user's media player devices 
before enabled for operation when a us^r reports to the portal that a user's media player 
device is lost or stolen, and the portal electronically transmits a control message to each 
of the user's media player devices4o require the user to follow such a code entry 
procedure. / 

1 1 . The system of claim 10, wherein when a valid code is not entered into a 
user's media player device, the media player device is disabled. 

12. The system of claim 1, wherein the portal maintains an on-line database 
of media assets for users of media player devices lacking a database client application. 

13. A method for distributing digital media assets to a plurality of users 
comprising steps of: 

in a pprtal: 

/ storing a plurality of media assets or identifiers associated with 

/ media assets stored remotely from the portal; 
/ maintaining a master database of media assets that can be used 

/ by one or more of a plurality of users each having at least one media 

/ player device; 

/ identifying and tracking in the master database those media 

/ assets for which each user has usage rights on a media player device 

associated with a user; 
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electronically transmitting media assets to a user's np^aia player 

device; 
in a media player device: 

electronically receiving media assets fronyfhe portal to enable a 
user to use the media assets; 

maintaining a database of media asp€ts for which a user has 
usage rights; 

wherein each media player device and the n^rtal electronically communicate 
with each other to synchronize the database in 9/media player device with the master 
database. 

14. The method of claim 13, wfierein a single user may have multiple media 
player devices from which the user desires to experience media assets, and wherein the 
master database synchronizes with me database in each media player device of a user to 
provide a user with access to media assets from any of the user's media player devices. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the step of electronically transmitting 
comprises streaming the media asset to the media player device. 

16. The method/^f claim 13, wherein the step of electronically transmitting 
comprises downloading the media asset to the media player device for storage and use. 

17. The me^nod of claim 13, wherein in the portal, further comprising the 
step of generating arra providing to a user a code that is required to be entered into all 
of the user's media player devices before enabled for operation when a user reports to 
the portal that a/dser's media player device is lost or stolen, and electronically transmits 
a control message to each of the user's media player devices to require the user to 
follow sucp a code entry procedure. 

The method of claim 1 7, and further comprising the step of disabling a 
user's/fnedia player device when a valid code is not entered. 

19. A method for distributing media assets to users, comprising steps of: 
in a computing center, storing a plurality of media assets or identifiers 
issociated with media assets stored remotely from the computing center; 
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maintaining a master database of media assets that can be used bvpne or more 
of a plurality of users each having one or more media player devices; / 

in connection with the sale of a physical media asset to a user, receiving a 
request to provide access to a corresponding digital media asset for use by the user on a 
media player device; and X 

storing in the master database information indicating that a user has usage rights 
of the digital media asset so that the user can electronically access it from the 
computing center. / 

20. The method of claim 19, and/ftirther comprising receiving payment from 
the user for use of the digital media assej, 

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the step of receiving payment 
comprises electronically receivinjppayment by an Internet-based media asset retailer. 

22. The method of claim 19, and further comprising the step of, in the 
computing center, apportioning an amount of the payment between the operator of the 
computing center, retaileryof the physical media asset and the media asset owner. 

23. A media/player device for use in a system comprising a portal that 
maintains a master database library of media assets that can be accessed via one or 
more communication networks, the media player device comprising: a processor that 
executes a database client application that manages media assets licensed for use by a 
user and a meoia playback application that manages the user of a media asset by a user. 

24. / The media player device of claim 23, wherein the database client 
application communicates with the central portal to synchronize usage rights of media 
asset^with the master database library. 

•^^^ / 25. A portal fofr use in a system for distributing digital media assets to a 
tmxrality of users, comprising: at least one server computer, the server computer 
executing a media library database server application that manages access to a master 
library of media assets that can be accessed by users of media player devices via one or 
more communication networks. 
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26. The portal of claim 2^wherein media library database server 
plication synchronizes witjxlatabase client application in media player devices. 

27. The porteffof claim 26, wherein the media library database server 
application synchronizes with the database client application in each media player 
device of a usct to provide a user with access to media assets from any of the user's 
media placer devices. 
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